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THE SEAL OF HARFORD COUNTY

     The shield is gold to symbolize the wealth of the County
and the richness of its fields.  Across the shield are waving
bands of blue signifying three major County streams - Deer
Creek, Bynum Run and Winters Run.

     The crest is a two-handed forearm with the right hand 
holding a white quill symbolizing the pen used by those 
who wrote and signed the Bush Resolution.  The left hand 
holds a sword as if presenting materials, emanating from 
Aberdeen Proving Ground.

     The motto "At the Risque of Our Lives and Fortunes"
comprises the last eight words of the Bush Resolution and
preserves the same spelling for "risk" as used in that 
document.

 



THE BUSH RESOLUTION

Thirty-four Harford County citizens gathered on March 22, 1775, at Bush on the main thoroughfare 

between Annapolis and Philadelphia near what is now Maryland Route7 and 136.

They signed a commitment to resist British infringement on American rights 16 months before the 

Declaration of Independence was signed in Philadelphia.

Recorded in the 1774-1777 Harford County Committee of Observation's Record Book, the Bush

Resolution is believed to be the first resolution of this spirit adopted by duly elected representatives.

"We, the committee of Harford County, having most seriously and maturely considered the Resolves

 and Association of the Continental Congress and the Resolves of the Provincial Convention, do most

heartily approve of the same, and as we esteem ourselves in a more particular manner, entrusted by 

our constituents to see them carried into execution, we do most solemnly pledge ourselves by every 

tie held sacred among mankind, to perform the same at the risque of our lives and fortunes."





STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
WITH

PROGRAM CRITERIA
OF

GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to Harford County, Maryland for its annual budget for the fiscal year

beginning July 1, 2006.

In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget document that meets program criteria

as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan, and as a communications device.

This award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to conform to program

requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its eligibility for another award.
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